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THE MALE OF NEOCYPHOLAELAPS INDICA EVANS
(ACARI, AMEROSEIIDAE)

BY
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The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong.

Evans (1963) described Neocypholaelaps indica from females and protonymphs collected
from Apis indica in Ceylon. TENG and PAN (1964) redescribed these mites from Apis mellifera
collected in Kwangsi province. Later Mo (1969, 1971) reported that these mites occur in Kwang-
tung and Kwangsi provinces and in Hong Kong, south China. As N. indica was known only
from the female, the females taken from butterflies in Hong Kong. were cultured in the labo-
ratory and a large number of males were obtained. The male of N. indica is described in this
paper, and a short note on the behavior of the species is included.

Neocypholaelaps indica Evans
(figs. 1-8)

Evans, 1963, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 6 : 217-219.
Male.

The length of body ranges from 450 to 660 p, the width from 340 to 350 p. The dorsal
shield is oval in outline, about 367 p in length, and 300 @ in width. With 29 pairs of setae,
most of which are smooth, but the setae J4 Z4 S4 and S5 are slightly pectinate. Setae jI are
24 @ long, rather stout and pectinate. S1 are rather small, 14 1 long. J2 setae are especially
stout, about 66 p long, usually branched anteriorly (Fig. 2). Z5 are rather stout, 22 p long,
and branched. j5 are situated just beside the base of Jz2. The unsclerotized portion of the
dorsum has two setae. The surface of the dorsal shield is almost all covered with a reticulated
pattern.

The sternogenital shield is tongue-shaped, about 198 u long, with five pairs of setae. The
male genital pore is at the anterior margin of the shield. The anal shield rangesfrom 9o p. to 100 p.
in length, 140 p to 144 p in width. The postanal seta (20 p) is slightly longer than the adanal
setae (17 p). Between the sternogenital shield and anal shield there are 4 pairs of setae and one
pair of platelets on the unsclerotized portion. There is also one pair of setae behind the anal
shield.

The peritremes extend forward to the basal level of j 1. The peritrematal shields are broad,
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